Absence of hepatic uptake of Tc-99m phytate in a man with chronic toluene hepatotoxicity.
The case reported here is of a 28-year-old man diagnosed as having toluene hepatotoxicity. He had a 5-year history of exposure to toluene and was admitted to hospital complaining of two episodes of loss of consciousness. The high total bilirubin and the low prothrombin time suggested serious liver dysfunction. Based on histologic examination of a liver biopsy specimen, the diagnosis of toxic liver dysfunction caused by toluene poisoning was made. Hepatic images were not present in Tc-99m phytate scintigrams, but they were present in hepatobiliary scintigrams done with the Tc-99m N-pyridoxyl-5-methyltryptophan. The diagnosis of hepatic reticuloendothelial failure was made.